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Abstract

South African literature reveals that low-income is but one of many contributing factors to
growing poverty amongst poor households. Thus, poverty is manifestation of multidimensional
deprivation — that is, hunger, under-nutrition, dirty drinking water, illiteracy, having no access to
health services, social isolation, and exploitation. To mitigates the impact of poverty on well-
being of millions of destitute households, the South African government has implemented
numerous strategies with provision of social grants being one such poverty alleviation strategy.
Other than poverty alleviation, social grants are also aimed at reducing income inequality. With
the number of people receiving state’s social grants growing from 12.7% in 2003 to 32.2% in
2013, the much often asked question in the backdrop of growing poverty and inequality is
whether states’ social grants are effective mechanisms in helping poor households to meet
amongst other, their basic social needs- clothing, food, education, etc. With reference to the
background above, the paper aims to provide an analysis of the impact of state ’s social grants on
poverty alleviation. This will be done through analysis of experiences and views of beneficiaries

residing in Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality, Gauteng Province.
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